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which was not exactly like everything else in that desolation.
The only sign of life on the whole of this march had been a
single Bifasciated Lark, whose piping announced its pre-
sence long before I could detect it tripping along the ground
out of our way. In all these bare districts the desert birds
seldom seem to take to their wings, generally preferring to
run along the ground which provides them with almost
perfect protection from birds of prey. A flying bird is often
betrayed by its dark shadow on the ground.
The single well of Faraja, which normally has water at a
depth of 10 fathoms, was out of action. Its shaft was com-
pletely filled in with sand, which was thus convicted of having
done its work of destruction within the short space of less than
a year. Only the merest dip within the slightly raised well-
rim showed where it was in the typical dung-littered depres-
sion of a howling wilderness. This well is attributed, as its
name suggests, to a man named Faraj of the 'Uwair Ghafran,
the section of Ibn Jallab, the premier chief of the Ghafran
group, who resides for the most part in the Qatar promontory
as the guest and protege of its ruling Shaikh, 'Abdullah ibn
Thani. Mr. Thomas had camped near here and his men had
drawn water from the well, while Zayid and his company
had used it subsequently, but since then no grazing Arabs had
visited the scene owing to the drought in these parts, and
we found nothing of interest but date-stones, fragments of
leather and a few bits of rock extruded from the shaft in the
course of its periodic clearances.
There was nothing to detain us here, and we passed on
over the bare downs to Umm al Hadid only two miles distant
to the north-north-west. In an extensive depression of sand
with a litter of gravel in parts the three wells are situated
at the points of a small equilateral triangle. As already
stated one of them had been dug by Salim many years
before this, while the other two were the work of Sa'id ibn
Fasl more than a generation earlier. All were now equally
dead though not entirely buried, for their mouths stood out
prominently from the sand with a showing of rock and
stratified masses of camel dung hardened by age. The depth
to water was 10 fathoms as at Faraja, which incidentally the

